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time. She took $10 from a friend of her mother's who lives upstairs. She spent
part of it, lost part of it, and brought back a few dollars. She cried and said she
did not know why she had taken the money. She just saw it lying there and took
it, and then did not know what to do with it. There has been no recurrence of
stealing.

Coincident with the development of these difficulties, there has been an
increasing lack of interest and a slump in the girl's school work. The mother has
no explanation for all this. At times she feels that Evelyn's early illnesses are the
cause of her present behaviour: "It's affecting her now that she is fourteen."

On another occasion she expressed the opinion that the family's removal from
their previous neighbourhood, and the ensuing illnesses of the other children, who
thus required her attention, as well as the coming of the twins, may have been
contributing factors. At other times she expressed bewilderment and asked for
help in understanding Evelyn.

The mother says that Evelyn is not lazy, but helpful in the house when she
wants to be. She shows a special interest in cooking and took a great deal of
responsibility when one of the twins was in her charge. She goes to church but is
not bound up with any activities there. She likes movies and "love story
magazines," seems to have a number of friends of both sexes, and is lively in a
group. At one period, when she was between 3 and 5 years of age, she had
nightmares; she would wake up screaming, dreaming of snakes, fire engines, and
deformed people. She always preferred her father, but he could not quiet her at
such times, while the mother could. The mother thinks that Evelyn is not really
interested in boy friends. There are a number of nice boys who call her up, but
she won't go out with them because she thinks they are too tame. The mother says
that she cannot understand how Evelyn has escaped having sex experience, going
around with sailors as she does. She thinks that Evelyn has got sex information
from other children and though reading. Evelyn formerly had a lot of friends but
the mother forbade her to associate with her-group, as they "are the kind who sit in
doorways and smoke." Evelyn formerly shared a bedroom with Mary, but since
Mary has a boyfriend, Evelyn wants a place for herself, so the mother has fixed up a bedroom
for her in the attic.

The mother describes Anna, her oldest child, as quick-tempered and nervous;
Mary is her favourite, and everybody likes this girl. Lucy is more like Evelyn: she
is secretive, keeps to herself, and from time to time runs away and stays with her
aunt and uncle. She says that Evelyn and Lucy are both trials to her because they
are so secretive. The father is now very angry with Evelyn; he has turned against
her completely and won't even talk to her. He is withholding her allowance and
feels that they should be very strict with her. The mother shows great resentment
against Evelyn and feels that she must give the father full control now and let him
handle the situation, because she does not know how to do it herself. With marked
feeling she said that Evelyn seems to have changed overnight from a nice, docile
child into a grown-up person who is interested in boys and make-up. She has no
use for her. Like the father, she intensely dislikes her using so much lipstick. The
father told her that she looks like a tramp. She says that they have tried everything
they can think of and have done their best according to their lights, but there is
something there they know nothing about.

In these interviews with the parents it is evident that they want to do their best,
that they are overwhelmed by the ambivalence of their feelings toward Evelyn,
Sometimes they have quite a good understanding of her, and try to be kind and